Good morning ladies and gentlemen!
It is a pleasure for me to open this conference where we are going to present fresh results of transparency rating of 52 biggest cities and 24 regions in Ukraine.
Unfortunately, I cannot be personally present in the conference due to mobility restrictions applied in Slovakia as well as in Ukraine with regards to the coronavirus pandemic. Therefore, I pre-recorded this video for you.
My name is Peter Goliaš and I am leading a think-tank INEKO – Institute for Economic and Social Reforms based in Slovakia. Together with our partner in Ukraine – ICPS – the International Center for Policy Studies, we started to publish transparency ratings back in 2017. Today, this will be the fourth transparency rating of local governments. Besides, as you maybe know, we are regularly publishing transparency ratings of state-owned enterprises and financial health ratings of both local governments and state-owned enterprises.
We are doing this under projects funded by the SlovakAid and the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine. 
These projects transfer know-how from similar successful projects that are being implemented in Slovakia. Our main goal is to support openness and financial stability of local governments and state-owned enterprises by monitoring their practices regarding transparency in key areas such as access to information, public procurement, publishing financial documents, management of property, grants policy or ethical standards. Based on this monitoring we are providing explicit recommendations to improve openness and to implement anti-corruption measures.
I am glad that this project brings positive results in Ukraine just like in Slovakia. We can see that many of local governments take inspiration from our ratings and recommendations and improve their openness to the public. This is visible in significant improvement of rating from its start back in 2017. As for the biggest cities, the average rating increased from 43 % in 2017 to 70 % in a fresh rating that we are publishing today. As for the regions, the rating increased from 45 % in 2017 to 63 % in 2021. The increased levels confirm improvement that we registered two year ago. Since 2019, the average ratings have been almost unchanged which indicates that it is harder to get even better results. However, top performers such as the region of Rivne with rating of 91 % and cities of Vinnytsia and Khmelnytskyi with ratings of over 96 % show that improvement is possible and could serve as an inspiration for other regions and cities.
The average levels achieved in Ukraine are similar to levels in Slovakia, where our colleagues from local branch of Transparency International started to calculate ratings back in 2010. These results are really remarkable! The methodology used in Ukraine is based on methodology developed by Transparency International in Slovakia. However, we started with a bit simpler methodology in Ukraine. Therefore, results in Ukraine and Slovakia are not perfectly comparable. Nevertheless, the trend is important and it is positive in both countries. In a while, my colleagues from the ICPS and Transparency International in Slovakia will give you more details in their presentations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Before that, let me give you a brief overview of the upcoming activities in our project. Thanks to the grant from the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, we are able to expand our project by a new initiative focused on assessing the independence of key public institutions in Ukraine. We have selected 17 regulatory, judiciary and anti-corruption institutions. We have collected data on selecting procedures of their top representatives, as well as on their legislative and financial autonomy. Based on methodology developed by INEKO and transferred to Ukraine we are currently calculating the independence ratings of these institutions. This means the degree of their resilience to power abuse and corruption.
We will publish results of this rating in June this year together with a set of recommendations how to improve the independence of particular institutions. Among others, this will include recommendations to open selection of top officials to the public, to strengthen legislative mandate and autonomy of these institutions and also to strengthen their accountability to the public. In Slovakia we are running similar project since 2018 and we are happy that it helped to increase transparency and competition in selecting key officials in several public institutions. We hope for similar impact in Ukraine. We firmly believe that more transparent and accountable institutions are crucial for the improvement of quality of democracy.
In September this year, we will also publish fresh results of transparency and financial health rating of 50 biggest public enterprises. The first rating in Ukraine was published in 2019 and the average transparency was just 32 %. We hope that repeated calculation of ratings will bring similar improvements just like in case of local governments.
All ratings, underlying data and recommendations are published on internet portals developed in our project. The portals allow for easy comparisons of selected authorities as well as for displaying the historical data and trends. Thus, the mayors, journalists, local activists as well as all citizens receive user-friendly tool to browse relevant information. We believe that opening this information helps to increase pressure for improvement.
Besides that, every quarter, our colleagues from the ICPS are publishing expert assessment of quality and importance of selected measures adopted by local governments. The goal is to describe and promote reform and anti-corruption practices that can be transferred to other localities as well. At the same time, the critical assessment of non-transparent and inefficient measures should discourage representatives of local and regional authorities from their implementation.
Now I will stop here because we all want to learn more details about fresh transparency ratings of local governments. I wish you a successful conference and I hope that next time I will be able to come to Kyiv in person.
Good Bye!
Peter Goliaš
INEKO Director, Slovakia
March 10, 2021

